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OLI is pleased to announce the first
annual Oregon Literacy Scrabble
Tournament, taking place at the Lucky
Lab Public House, on October 22nd,
from 4 to 7 p.m.  Anyone who wants
to further literacy can join in for a fun
night of Scrabble, competition, pizza
and drinks.
     Jon Toorock, Director of
Community Outreach, encourages all
Scrabble-lovers to join the event,
regardless of skill level. “It’s a purely
fun event,” he explained, “where even
the last place finisher receives a prize.”
     Participants will be divided into teams of two. Each
team will compete against two to three other teams at
each board. The tournament will be divided into several

Register now for OLI’s first annual Scrabble Tournament

By Jennifer Furniss rounds. At the end of
the night, prizes will
be awarded for first,
second and third
place team winners
and for the best team
name. The entry fee
is $15 and includes
pizza.
     Participants are
encouraged to pre-
register as space is
limited. They can
form their own team
and register as a pair,

or register individually, in which case OLI will match
them up with another individually-registered participant.
Teams are encouraged to create a team name, which
will be displayed on the scoreboard.
     Corporations and businesses can also get involved
by sponsoring the event. Sponsorships range from $100
to $1,000. For sponsoring the event, the corporation
or business will have their name advertised on the
tournament scoreboard, on the OLI website and in
the Winter edition of Literally Speaking. They will
also get to enroll teams at no cost. Teams can also
seek out businesses or their own employers to sponsor
them individually.
     The Lucky Lab Public House is located on 7675
SW Capitol Highway; for directions visit their website
at www.luckylab.com. The Lab serves pizza, soda pop,
beer and wine, but minors are still encouraged to
compete. To pre-register on the web, go to
www.oregonliteracy.org. For more information, contact
Toorock at 503-244-3898 or at jon@oregon
literacy.org.
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Now students and tutors can study at OLI’s new computer center

OLI is pleased to announce the beginning of our new
monthly HTML newsletter, Linked to Literacy,
available at our website at
www.oregonliteracy.org/
publications/linked.html.
Now more than ever before,
readers can access detailed
descriptions of current OLI
volunteer opportunities.
Volunteers are the magic ingredient for any nonprofit
and Linked to Literacy is a space to discuss and
appreciate the volunteer experience.

Learn about volunteer opportunities with new OLI email newsletter
By Elyssa Pachico      “I’m so excited about the potential that Linked to

Literacy provides to our organization to strengthen
our volunteer pro-gram,” says Elizabeth Raymond,

Interim Executive
Director.
     Local literacy
providers  are also
invited to advertise
volunteer oppor-
tunities. To receive

the monthly newsletter or to post a volunteer
announcement, simply email  newsletter
@oregonliteracy.org

In an effort to use the OLI office as a space where
tutors and students can meet and gain access to
resources and material, OLI is happy to announce the
formation of a new computer center. Located at their
office in downtown Portland, the computer center is a
place where students and tutors can use the computer
and internet and browse OLI’s Help Center.
     The Help Center includes a bookstore, a lending
library and free print material ranging from pamphlets
about disaster preparedness to a guide on how to use

By Jennifer Furniss the yellow pages. A large work table is also available
for regular tutoring sessions.
     “In addition to forwarding computer literacy,” Jon
Toorock, Director of Community Development,
explained, “we hope to have the Learner Web as a
focus of the student center.” Once the Learner Web is
completed, it will be loaded as the homepage at the
three  computer stations.
     The computer center is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. Walk-ins are welcome, but
space is limited. To make an appointment call at 503-
244-3898 or toll-free at 800-322-8715.

2004 was the first year OLI, the League of Women
Voters and Hands on Portland published and
distributed the Easy to Read Voting Guide and
judging by the response, it was a success. Of the nearly
27,000 copies distributed, approximately 3,000 were
Spanish versions. Information was provided about the
various candidates and measures on the November
ballot.
     “The candidate information is valuable—it’s difficult
to include more without being biased,” said Whitney

By Michael Dunbar
Volunteer Development Associate for OLI

Survey reports positive feedback for the Easy to Read Voting Guide
Wrinkle, Instructional Assistant at Chemeketa
Community College.
     OLI accumulated feedback via a telephone survey
of 31 businesses and organizations that received the
voting guide. Of those polled, 65% responded
favorably while 23% had no response. The percentage
of “no response” reflects the high number of businesses
and organizations that placed the Easy to Read Voting
Guide out for the public without monitoring its effect.
    Because of the considerable positive reaction to the
publication, OLI plans to continue to publish the Easy
to Read Voting Guide for future elections.
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Oregon Literacy “As Seen on TV”: OLI debutes first TV commercial

Coming to a TV set near you, OLI is debuting its first
TV commercial this fall to promote general literacy
awareness, and tutor and student recruitment. KOIN-
TV and the Family Connection partnership have been
generous enough to offer OLI a number of free 30-
second commercial spots during daytime and nighttime
hours.

     “The gift that they’ve given us is so unbelievable,”
said Elizabeth Raymond, Interim Executive Director.
“This is a great opportunity for recruiting volunteers
and recruiting students. We’ve never had an opportunity
like this before.”
     The commercial features Sherri Prodani, Tutor
Coordinator for the Volunteer Literacy Tutoring
Program at Portland Community College Cascade
Campus ; Darrell Brumfield, adult student at Cascade
Campus, Jennifer Rueda, adult tutor, and Kathleen
Schench, Portland State University graduate student
in Applied Linguistics.
      Greg St. Martin, KOIN-TV’s producer and editor
of the commercial, said that he hoped the commercial
will “have an impact on the people that need to improve

Elizabeth Raymond, previously the Literacy Outreach
Director, has been promoted to Interim Executive
Director. In her new position, she will oversee the
organization as a whole, concentrating on planning,
board development and bookkeeping.
     OLI’s Executive Director, Meg Young, left the
position in September 2004 because of family
commitments overseas. Board President Tom Wilkins
became volunteer Interim Executive Director in her
absence.
     “I think our board president has done a great job
keeping the organization moving forward, but as a
volunteer he was limited by the time he could give,”
Raymond stated. “The organization will benefit from
having someone who is in the office every day directing
the activities.”

Elizabeth Raymond becomes
Interim Executive Director
By Jennifer Furniss

their reading skills. To see the [literacy] statistics in
print,” he continued, “really hits home about what
illiteracy does to society in general.” Currently one in
five Oregonians reads at the lowest reading level.
     The KOIN 6 Family Connection partnership is a
collaborative effort by KOIN-TV, Safeway Food &
Drug, 24 Hour Fitness, and Providence Health
Systems to address issues facing families today, such
as education, health and safety.
     Commercials running in the winter will promote
Read Across Oregon, OLI’s upcoming 40th

anniversary, and the new Oregon Reader Card, a
valuable discount card that will be given to people who
become members of OLI.
     OLI is moving towards a membership system, in
which donors will receive benefits for their generous
donations. Awards will be presented on a sliding scale,
including benefits like the Oregon Reader Card and
participation in Read Across Oregon. OLI membership
will be renewable annually.

Kathleen Schenck and Jennifer Rueda simulate a tutoring
session for the commercial.
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Editorial

Just as the state of Oregon is a menagerie of
geographic diversity – mountains and valleys, deserts
and rain forests – so too are the needs of the local
literacy programs.  A key goal of OLI is to bring
equitable resources and support to volunteer literacy
programs in every corner of the state.
     In 2004 and 2005, as we gathered feedback to
revamp the tutor training, we were able to visit many
of the literacy programs statewide. Visiting the local
literacy programs has always provided an important
opportunity for OLI to understand the needs of the
local programs and how those needs differ across the
state.
     To address the diverse needs of both rural and
urban literacy programs, we have implemented a
variety of services that can be accessed equally from
every region of the state.  Our Literacy Line and Tutor
HelpLine can be reached via a toll free number, from
our website, and via email.  Requests for information
are answered for free and materials are shipped with
no extra delivery charge. Additionally, our two
statewide newsletters are provided through a no-cost
subscription and can be sent via email or found on our
website.
     Yet OLI can always do more.  In March 2004,
through a partnership with all Oregon and SW
Washington Barnes & Noble bookstores, we initiated
a statewide book fair for the sole benefit of local literacy
programs.  This book fair coincided with our annual
read-a-thon, Read Across Oregon ,which is not only
open to readers all across the state, but also can
directly benefit all local literacy programs as a
fundraising event.  These are just a couple of examples
of how OLI is working to augment the fundraising
efforts of local programs through statewide
partnerships.
     This year we are initiating a number of services
that will further bridge the geographic gap between
our office and the local programs.  Presently, we are
in the process of moving our bookstore online, so that
those who cannot come and browse the shelves in our

By Elizabeth Raymond
Interim Executive Director

OLI strives to meet the diverse needs of rural and urban communities

office are able to access the valuable discounts and
resources available.  Also, our effort to develop a
searchable, online literacy training and events database
as a means to centralize information statewide is
currently underway and will be launched in the near
future.  A second online, searchable database is being
created to provide information about the resources
available to volunteer tutors through our Tutor
HelpLine and Help Center.  The Learner Web will
also be revised and relaunched in order to help local
programs better connect with learners and resources
in their community.  Additionally, to more effectively
connect the local programs with one another, we are
launching the Community Connections listserv through
a partnership with Portland State University, the
Portland District of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, and the local Office of Citizenship.  Please
note that all of these services will be offered free of
charge.
     As we move forward with our plans to launch these
new services, we also look forward to future visits
with local programs to hear more about their own
unique needs. Through these actions, we hope to
continue our pattern of overcoming geographic barriers.
As always, OLI welcomes feedback from across the
entire state so that we can all work together in order
to advance literacy in all our communities.

Elizabeth Raymond
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A volunteer ESL
instructor is needed for a
small group of Spanish-
speaking women at the

Coffee Creek Correctional
Facility in Wilsonville. The instructor will
need experience teaching ESL classes and
will need to dedicate a minimum of three
hours a week. A background check will be
required. For more information, call Julie

Kopet at 503-570-6806503-570-6806503-570-6806503-570-6806503-570-6806.

ESL instructor needed in
Wilsonville

In a classroom outside of Salem, at the Santiam
Correctional Institution (SCI) , Mark
DeRosia tutors inmates, helping them
prepare for their GED test or
improve their ABE skills. Through the
observational window, the classroom
setting appears normal—except that
DeRosia wears the same inmate
uniform as his students. He is finishing
up a 25-month stint in prison, his third
time behind bars. He has spent these
months getting his own life back on
track while helping other inmates
reach their educational goals.
     “I get a lot of self-satisfaction to
be helping people out,” said
DeRosia, “It makes them happy and
helps me feel better about myself.”
     DeRosia received his own GED at the age of 17
and trained as a tutor during his first stretch in prison,
in 1995. At the SCI educational program he has tutored
for one year. The SCI program consists entirely of
inmates tutoring other inmates. DeRosia values the level
of responsibility he has as a tutor reaching out to his

By Jennifer Furniss
Behind Bars: A look at tutoring on the inside of the prison system

students. “I feel like I’m on the same level as the
inmates I’m tutoring,” explained DeRosia.

     The organizational structure at SCI,
which provides a level of privacy
during the tutoring session, helps
DeRosia connect with his students and
get to know them. It also helps the
students become comfortable with
being tutored and communicating how
they feel about the learning process.
The tutors are carefully screened to
ensure that only mentors and role
models are allowed to tutor. Nancy
Green, Coordinator of Correctional
Education for Chemeketa Community
College (CCC) , reported a very low
drop out-rate for the educational
program.
     “We have such wonderful

successes here,” said Green. “What a better time to
learn than when you’re ready to make some changes
in your life and you have the time to do so.”
     DeRosia has also spent his time at SCI pursuing
his own education. He took personal finance, math,
career and resume writing classes as he prepared for
his imminent release. After his release, he will be
enrolled full-time at CCC in the fall term.
     DeRosia feels like the tutoring program supplies
second chances for both the students and the tutors.
“By helping these guys, it’s helped me want to go back
to school, too.”

Mark DeRosia

Sponsor OLI by placing an ad in the
next issue of Literally Speaking  and

you’ll get publicity for your  business
while helping OLI  spread the word

about literacy
and those striving for it.

Be seen and heard
by those in your niche.

Contact Jon at 503-244-3898
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Student Spotlight:

To some people, an American adult who does not
know how to read seems like an anomaly in today’s
society. But it is a reality for adults who did not receive
adequate support in school and dealt with a learning
disability. Darrell Brumfield knows first hand the
frustrations and disappointment of reading difficulties.
He has battled an undiagnosed learning disability and
reading difficulties since he was a child.
     “My whole life has been a struggle,” said Brumfield,
“but God gave me the strength to get through this life,
be successful and reach my goals.”  Born in Los
Angeles in the 1950s, he did not receive the one-on-
one attention he needed in school. Reflecting on his
childhood experiences, Brumfield commented that,
“parenting plays the biggest role in a child’s education.
I didn’t have that kind of role model to influence me.”
After high school Brumfield joined Job Corps, where
he was trained as a cook, but encountered problems
when he could not read the recipes. By 1989, he
decided to leave L.A. for a fresh start in Oregon.
     Looking for a better education, he came to the
Portland Community College (PCC) Cascade Campus
in 2004. He originally attended an adult basic education
class (ABE), but had trouble learning in a large group.
Last winter Sherri Prodani, Cascade Campus tutor
coordinator, matched him up with tutor Robert
Campbell—it has proven to be a perfect match.

Reading: Some take it for granted, others struggle daily
By Jennifer Furniss

     Brumfield’s goal is to get his GED and start his
own painting business. He is currently working on
improving his math and reading skills so that he can
pass his contracting test—the first step to owning his
own business. Campbell has experience in the
contracting and business world and, now that he is
retired, has the time to dedicate four hours a week to
tutoring Brumfield.
     “I’m probably getting as much out of it as Darrell
is,” said Campbell. When he signed up as a tutor, he
wanted specifically to tutor an adult with reading
difficulties. Campbell traced this desire back to an
experience he had years ago, when he played a game

ProLiteracy Worldwide 2005
Annual Conference

October 26-29, 2005
Tucson, Arizona

Starr Pass Marriott
Resort and Spa

For more information:
www.pr oliteracy .org/confer ence

315-422-9121 ext. 319

Literally Speaking :
Now Accepting Submissions!

If you have an article, student
spotlight or classified ad

pertaining to literacy,
submit it now!

Contact Jennifer Furniss at
newsletter@oregonliteracy.org

or call the OLI office at 503-244-3898.

Robert Campbell helps Darrell Brumfield improve his
reading skills.

continued on page 7


